Tips and tricks in the diagnosis of intracranial dural arteriovenous fistulas: A pictorial review.
Dural arteriovenous fistulas (DAVFs) are complex vascular abnormalities that account for 10-15% of intracranial vascular malformations. DAVFs are typically encountered in middle-aged adults, with a slightly female predominance. The causative factors are still uncertain; however, abnormal local hemodynamics and neoangiogenesis related to dural sinus or venous thrombosis can contribute to DAVF occurrence. The diagnosis is dependent on a high level of clinical suspicion and high-resolution imaging techniques. Computed tomography and/or magnetic resonance imaging aid in the diagnosis, but conventional angiography remains the most accurate method for the complete characterization and classification of DAVFs. The therapeutic approach can be conservative or more aggressive, based on symptom severity, sequelae risk and patient characteristics. This article is a pictorial review of adult intracranial DAVFs that highlights some tips and tricks for recognizing useful red flags in the suspicion of DAVFs.